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“In a tough time the cowards find excuses, the brave people find the way”.

Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel

In every programme on Ethics in Governance conducted by IC Centre for 
Governance since 2005, the participating members of  the All India Services 
are being reminded of  the stirring words and inspiring actions of  Sardar Patel, 

the tallest among nation builders of  India. His address to the first batch of  the 
Indian Administrative Services is circulated to them to act as a veritable guide in 
their career. 

Sardar Patel was a true nationalist, who placed the interests of  the country 
above everything else. Nothing else except the country mattered to him. It would 
be apt to describe him as the unifier of  India and what was achieved by him during 
the turbulent days of  partition remains unparalleled in modern history.

In our view, it is necessary to reiterate the work and principles of  the Sardar—
loyalty to the motherland, unshakeable commitment to nationalism and unflinching 
service to the Nation – so that the new generations do not forget the great legacy.

The Centre has, therefore, decided to pay its humble tribute to the great leader 
by institutionalizing an annual lecture on the theme of  Governance in his name. 
This small initiative is aimed at keeping his fire of  nationalism alive in our hearts 
and reiterating his principles of  governance to motivate those in government and 
those who observe the governments from outside.

The first ICCfG Sardar Patel Lecture on Governance was delivered by Shri 
M Venkaiah Naidu, the Vice President of  India on 24 January 2020. The second 
lecture was delivered by Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Former Chairman, ISRO, MP 
(Rajya Sabha) on February 19, 2022. The third lecture was delivered by Shri Arif  
Mohammed Khan, Governor  of  Kerala on October 31, 2022. 

Prabhat Kumar

President, IC Centre for Governance

About the Lecture
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National Anthem 

tu x.k eu vf/uk;d t; gs] Hkkjr HkkX; fo/krk 

iatkc fla/ xqtjkr ejkBk] æfoM+ mRdy cax 

foaè; fgekpy ;equk xaxk] mPNy tyf/ rjax 

ro 'kqHk ukes tkxs] ro 'kqHk vkf'k"k ekaxs 

xkgs ro t; xkFkk 

tu x.k eaxy nk;d t; gs] Hkkjr HkkX; fo/krk

t; gs t; gs t; gs] t; t; t; t; gs
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Hon’ble Governor of  Kerala, Shri Arif  Mohammed ji, Deputy Chairman 
of  the Rajya Sabha, Shri Harivansh Ji, President of  the IC Centre for 
Governance, Shri Prabhat Kumar, Secretary General of  the IC Centre, 

Shri Shanti Narain, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. I have great pleasure 
in welcoming you all this evening to the third Sardar Patel Memorial lecture. 

The first lecture was held in an auditorium named after Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel. We are very fortunate and lucky indeed to have Arif  Mohammed Khan ji 
today on the birth anniversary of  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. It is a great honour 
for us and for him to speak about the man who is referred to as the ‘Iron Man’ of  
the country. Before I request Shri Prabhat Kumar for his welcome address, may 
I request you all, to kindly switch-off  your mobile phones or put it on the silent 
mode. Thank you.

 

Mahesh Kapoor
Vice President, IC Centre for Governance

INTRODUCTION



6

IC Centre for Governance

6



77

Hon’ble Governor of  Kerala, Shri Arif  Mohammed Khan sahab, Hon’ble 
Deputy Chairman of  the Rajya Sabha, Harivansh Ji, Shri Narain ji, Shri 
Mahesh kapoor ji, (I see so many friends here) distinguished guests, ladies 

and gentlemen.

It’s my most pleasant duty to welcome all of  you to this IC Centre’s Sardar Patel 
lecture of  2022 being held in collaboration with the India International Centre.

As we know there is a common perception that governance in many parts of  
the world is not what it should be. Most of  us are concerned about the quality 
of  governance and some are actively thinking about it. In fact not a day passes 
without there being a conclave or a conference or a seminar somewhere on some 
aspect of  public governance. 

Welcome Address - Shri Prabhat Kumar, 
President, IC Centre for Governance
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I have spent almost four decades in the system and I think that governance 
is a very complex subject. There are so many views about it; political thinkers 
and commentators have given their own views. But according to the classical 
understanding of  public governance, there are three essential components of  
governance, the Constitutional legitimacy of  the government, the organization 
of  the political system and the third is the organization of  the administrative 
system. Within the matrix of  these three components there are competitive 
political narratives which are ruling various parts of  the world for quite some time. 
And in a country like ours, a large country like India, governance has multiple 
pursuits, multiple priorities. And the curious thing is that some of  these priorities 
are mutually contradictory. Choices have to be made but not all the choices are 
without costs and therefore, we find that there is no settled view about the type of  
governance that provides an arrangement which is least elitist and most rooted in 
a responsive socialism, responsive to public welfare. So in order to reinforce the 
public discourse on public governance, the IC Centre which has been there for 
the last two decades is struggling with efforts to find possible solutions to public 
policy issues.

The IC Centre decided to have an annual lecture on governance and it chose 
the name Sardar Patel Lecture for obvious reasons. I need not explain the reasons 
why we chose the name Sardar Patel Lecture. because you know, if  there was one 
leader in this country who envisioned the governance in Independent India it was 
the vereable Sardar; if  there was one leader who gave a shape to the nation state it 
was Sardar; and if  there was one leader who defined the unity and integrity of  the 
nation it was Sardar. So we are remembering Sardar by honoring his memory and 
it is very befitting that we are doing it on his birth anniversary.

To deliver the third Sardar Patel lecture, we have Shri Arif  Mohammed Khan, 
a staunch nationalist and a confirmed secular, who is well-versed in religious and 
historical texts. He is sometimes criticized, often loved but hard to ignore. Shri 
Khan was that way when he entered the political arena as a student leader. An 
erudite scholar of  Islamic law and philosophy, a statesman of  high repute and 
a distinguished political leader, he was president of  Aligarh Muslim University 
students union in the seventies, and later the Cabinet Minister of  Energy and Civil 
Aviation in Rajiv Gandhi Cabinet.
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Interestingly, he wrote his resignation as cabinet minister sitting in the parliament 
when the then prime minister chose political security over social change; he did 
not care about the risk of  destabilizing his own political career at a young age of  
35 years. 

And presently he occupies the constitutional position of  the governor of  a 
state. He is a gifted writer and brilliant orator. A compilation of  his articles on 
the message and spirit of  Quran, Islamic history and contemporary issues has 
appeared as ‘text and context’ (Sir it’s a brilliant book)

Those who have followed his statements concerning governance would have 
seen his recent statement that he would not sign a Bill passed by the state assembly, 
if  it goes against the spirit of  the Constitution and decisions of  the Supreme Court. 
Also he recently, said, “I condemn any ideology of  those who think violence can 
be used. There is no room for violence in India.” 

We are grateful to you sir for agreeing to deliver the lecture today. 

We are also happy to have Shri Harivansh ji, the Deputy Chairman of  Rajya 
Sabha with us today to preside over the event. To those in the media, Harivansh 
ji is an exemplar par excellence. He has seen governance at the state and federal 
levels with a very sharp eye. 

Harivansh ji has worked in several different media publication houses through 
his career, starting with The Times of  India. In 1974, when Jayaprakash Narain was 
spearheading the call for total revolution against the then government, Harivansh 
ji also joined him. Later, he served as a media advisor to former Prime Minister 
Chandra Shekhar.

He joined the obscure and nearly dead Hindi daily newspaper Prabhat Khabar 
in 1989, and scaled it up to become one of  the top newspapers in India. The 
newspaper was known for investigating many high-profile stories, including the 
Fodder scam. Under his leadership, Prabhat Khabar became a movement for 
probity in governance with the banner heading ‘Akhbar nahin, Andolan’

In August 2018, he was elected as Deputy Chairman of  the Rajya Sabha and 
re-elected in September 2020 after he returned to the Rajya Sabha for his second 
term.
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With these few words, I welcome all of  you again to the third Sardar Patel 
lecture on governance to be delivered by Shri Arif  Mohammed Khan.

And now I request Harivansh ji to make his presidential comments. Thank 
you.
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Presidential Address - Shri Harivansh
Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha

dsjy ds egkefge jkT;iky Jh vkfjiQ eksgEen •ku th] iwoZ jkT;iky vkbZ lh 
lsUVj vkWiQ xouZsUl ds v?;{k ekuuh; çHkkr dqekj th] tujy lSDVjh] vkbZ lh 
lsUVj vkWiQ xouZsUl ds Jh 'kkafr ukjk;.k th vkSj Jh egs'k diwj th mifLFkr 

lHkh lEekfur lTtuksa] ;gka vkeaf=kr djus ds fy, vkbZ-lh- lsaVj iQkWj xouZsal ds çslhMsaV 
ekuuh; çHkkr dqekj th lesr vki lcdks /U;oknA

O;fÙkQxr vuqHko gS n'kdksa ls ;g lsaVj] çf'k{k.k vkSj dk;Z'kkykvksa ds ekè;e ls xouZsal 
ds egRoiw.kZ eqíksa ij Js"B dke dj jgk gSA lkFk gh lkoZtfud laLFkkuksa dh {kerk&fuekZ.k 
esa Hkh bl laLFkk dk mYys•uh; ;ksxnku gSA ekuuh; çHkkr dqekj th esa Passion dh 
rjg ;g gSA >kj•aM fo'ofo|ky;ksa esa xq.kkRed cnykoA

;kn gS 'kk;n 10&12 o"kks± igys IC lsaVj us gh 'In Search of  Ethical 
Leadership' R M Lala dh iqLrd dk foekspuA gky esa 'Public Service Ethics' 
(A Quest for Naitaik Bharat) ekuuh; çHkkr dqekj th dh mYys•uh; fdrkcA eqdqan 
dkS'ky th dh Remarkable fdrkc 'SAILING ON MY OWN COMPASS' 
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(A POLICEMAN'S DIARY) i<+hA ;kuh ;g laLFkk vkSj vki Individually 
cM+k dke dj jgs gSaA

;g vkt dh lcls cM+h leL;k gS fd Ethical / Moral Society dk vfHk;ku pysA 
vkt lks'ky ehfM;k ds nkSj esa ;g pqukSrh o t:jr gSA ;g lsaVj ,sls eqíksa ij ckrphr 
vkSj vkRefujh{k.k dk ,d egRoiw.kZ ekè;e gSA geusa vc rd D;k gkfly fd;k gS] gekjh 
dfe;ka D;k gSa vkSj vkus okys le; dh pqukSfr;ksa ds lanHkZ esa gesa fdu {ks=kksa esa lq/kj djus 
dh vko';drk gS] bl ckjs esa fujarj fopkj djus dk mfpr eap gSA

lEekfur fe=kksa] Under the Sage Leadership of  Shri Prabhat Kumar Jee and his 
distinguished team this centre has been dedicatedly and Passionately encouraging 
collective thinking and ideating on Public governance, Public Policy issues, ethics 
in governance amongst many other issues related. to good governance and 
administration. It is a matter of  Pride that the training Programs imparted by the 
centre on 'Ethics in Public Governance' are gaining international repute for its 
quality and impact esa I. C. Centre for Governance dk vision statement ns• jgk Fkk] 
rc eq>s fj;ykbt gqvk fd bl O;k[;ku ekyk dks ykSg iq#"k ljnkj iVsy dks D;ksa lefiZr 
fd;k x;k gSA

ljnkj iVsy us 1947 esa ,MfefuLVªsfVo lfoZl ds vkfiQllZ dks lEcksf/r djrs 
gq, lykg nh Fkh& "to maintain utmost the impartiality and incorruptibility of  
administration".

bl çdkj Good xouZsal dk Golden Rule] tks ljnkj iVsy th us 'kq#vkrh fnuks 
esa r; fd;k Fkk] le; ds lkFk mu ij tks /wy dh ijrsa p<+rh x;ha] mUgsa vkt fu•kjus 
dh mruh gh t:jr gSA

Hkkjr ds igys jk"Vªifr jktsaæ ckcw us dgk Fkk& "That there is today an India to 
think and talk about is very largely due to Sardar Patel's statesmanship and firm 
administration".

1946 esa Viceroy Wavell iVsy ls igyh ckj feysA viuh Mk;jh esa fy•k] feyus 
ds ckn& 'Not an attractive Personality and uncompromising, but More 
of  a man than most of  the Indian Politicians I have met...'

;g ysDpj 'k`•ayk bl fn'kk esa ,d cM+k çHkkoh ç;kl gSA vkius bl O;k[;ku ds fy, 
cgqr lgh p;u] egkefge vkfjiQ •ku lkgc dk fd;k gSA Js"B LdkyjA Conviction 
dh jktuhfr ds ukeA Moral Politics ds çrhdA •ku lkgc us Nk=k usrk ds :i esa 
fiQj efficient Parliamentarian] Nki NksM+us okys ea=kh ds :i esa vkSj vc jkT;iky 
ds :i esa] Public Governance dks utnhd ls ns•k] gLr{ksi fd;k vkSj fn'kk nsus 
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dk dke Hkh dj jgs gSaA og ,sls Public leaders ds :i esa tkus tkrs gSaA Who has 
Mind of  his own. ge lHkh mRlqd gS] mUgsa lquus dksA

vkt dk fnu ljnkj lkgc dh Le`fr dk fnu Hkh gSA tUefnuA mUgsa lgh :i esa 
'Father of  Modern All India services' Hkh dgk tkrk gSA

xouZsal esa pqukSfr;ka 

vktknh ds 75 o"kZ gks pqds gSA vktknh dk ve`r dky gSA ekuuh; ç/kuea=kh ujsaæ 
eksnh th ds usr`Ro esa dsaæ ljdkj Hkh 'Minimum Government, Maximum 
Governance' ds jkLrs py jgh gSA bl fn'kk esa vusd u;s ç;ksx vkSj VsDukykWth dk 
izHkko'kkyh bLrseky gks jgk gSA ,d vkxs c<+rs ns'k ds lkeus ges'kk lalk/u vkSj ctVh; 
çkFkfedrkvksa ds chp çca/u dh pqukSrh gksrh gSA Hkkjr esa Hkh ns'k fuekZ.k] bldh mUufr 
,oa ifCyd osyiQs;j dh viuh çfrc¼rkvksa dks iwjk djus esa geus lhfer lalk/u dh 
pqukSrh dk lkeuk fd;k gSA

,sls esa xouZsal flLVe dk egRo vkSj c<+ tkrk gS fd dSls miyC/ lalk/uksa dk jS'kuy 
;wt dj] de ls de le; esa y{;ksa dks iwjk fd;k tk,A blfy,] yksxksa dh vis{kkvksa 
dks iwjk djus ds fy, xqM xouZsal çsfDVlsl dh igpku] tokcnsgh lqfuf'pr djuk vkSj 
lkoZtfud laLFkkuksa dks etcwr djuk gh ,d ek=k fodYi gSA

xouZsal dsoy ç'kklu ds lhfer lanHkZ esa u fy;k tk,A blesa ljdkj ,oa ç'kklu ds 
vykok] fo/kf;dk ,oa tqfMf'k;jh dk mruk gh egRo gSA le; ij dkuwu cusa ,oa yksxksa 
dks Rofjr U;k; feys ;g Hkh vko';d gSA tgka t:jr gks ogka dkuwu cukuk mfpr gS] 
ijUrq iqjkus dkuwuksa dks gVkuk Hkh mruk gh t:jh gSA

dkuwuksa dks çHkkoh <ax ls ykxw djus vkSj mudh çklafxdrk dh leh{kk djus esa gekjh 
deh us lekt dks <sj lkjs fu;eksa vkSj fofu;eksa ds cks> rys nck fn;k gSA vke cksypky 
esa bls gh ge ^jsM Vsfite* ;k ^yky iQhrk'kkgh* dgrs gSaA eq>s •q'kh gS fd laln us djhc 
1500 vksClksyhV gks pqds dkuwuksa dks fujLr dj fn;k gSA jkT; Lrj ij Hkh Hkkjh la[;k esa 
fjMaMsaV gks pqds] dkuwuksa dks fjihy djus ij vf/d è;ku nsus dh t:jr gSA

flfoy lsodksa dh {kerk

dkuwuksa ds lkFk&lkFk gekjs ç'kklu dh lajpuk dks Hkh le; dh ekax ,oa pqukSfr;ksa 
ds vuq:i vk/qfud djus dh vko';drk gSA ç'kklfud gk;jkjdh] inuke vkSj ;gka rd 
fd gekjh flfoy lsokvksa dh dsUæh; Hkwfedk dh Hkh iquZfujh{k.k djus dh vko';drk gSA

2016 esa uhfr vk;ksx esa ,d O;k[;ku esa ekuuh; ç/ku ea=kh us dgk Fkk fd ge ge 
19oha lnh ds ç'kklu ds lkFk 21oha lnh esa ços'k ugha dj ldrsA dsaæ ljdkj us ^fe'ku 
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deZ;ksxh* ykWUp fd;k gS] ftls orZeku vkSj Hkfo"; dh 'kklu dh t:jrksa dks iwjk djus 
gsrq flfoy lsodksa dh {kerk dks c<+kus ds fy, fMtkbu fd;k x;k gSA

VsDukWykth xsepsatj lkfcr gqvk gSA 

1- dksfoM fu;a=k.k

2- Vhdkdj.k

3- AI nkSjA 20&30 dk n'kd AI dkA

blus 'kh"kZ ij fu.kZ; ysus dh {kerk esa rhozrk ykus vkSj ,d dq'ky lIykbZ psu dk 
çca/u djus esa enn dhA 'kklu dh pqukSfr;ksa ls fuiVus esa VsDukWykth dh Hkwfedk ds 
ckjs esa Jh ,u-ds- flag vkSj Jh ih-ds- feJk }kjk fy•h xbZ ubZ iqLrd ^fjdsyhczsV* i<+kA 
;g iqLrd LokLF;] vkink çca/u] lkoZtfud foÙk vkfn tSls {ks=kksa esa uhfr fuekZ.k dSls 
fodflr gqbZ gS] bl ij dqN fnypLi varnZ`f"V çnku djrh gSA

jsxqysVjh ckMht ij iqufoZpkj 

var esa] eSa xouZsal ds ,d egRoiw.kZ {ks=k & jsxqysVjh ckMht ds ckjs esa dguk pkgwaxk] 
ftudh vko';drk mnkjhdj.k ds ckn c<+h gSA dksfoM &19 egkekjh us bu fudk;ksa ij Hkh 
bl ckjs esa è;ku •hapk gSA buds dkedkt esa vkSj vf/d lq/kj dh vko';drk gSA vkt] 
xouZsal bEIyhesaVs'ku dk çca/u eq[;r% jsxqysVlZ }kjk fd;k tkrk gSA laln bu jsxqysVlZ dks 
ikoj Hkys MsyhxsV djrh gS] ij os mlds çfr lE;d :i ls mÙkjnkbZ ugha gksrs gSaA nqfu;k 
dk ifCyd iQkbusal fofHkUu dsaæh; cSadksa dh ekSfæd uhfr;ksa ls r; gksrk gS] fMftVyhdj.k 
dh c<+rh xfr dks VªkbZ ds ekè;e ls fu;af=kr fd;k tkrk gS] vkSj ge tks •kuk •krs gSa 
og ,iQ-,l-,l-,-vkbZ- }kjk fu;af=kr gksrk gSA

;g jsxqysVlZ yksxksa ds thou dks lh/s rkSj ls çHkkfor djrs gSaA tc ge jkT; dh {kerk 
dks etcwr djus ij fopkj djrs gSa] rks bu jsxqysVjh ckMht dks vf/d tokcnsg cukus 
dh Hkh vko';drk dks utj vankt ugha dj ldrsA

fo'okl gS fd vkbZ-lh- lsaVj iQkWj xouZsal Hkh Hkfo"; esa bu ç;klksa esa viuk ;ksxnku 
nsxkA 

bl egRoiw.kZ fo"k; ij eq>s cksyus ds fy, vkeaf=kr djus ds fy, vki lcdks 
/U;okn]

t; fganA
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lEekuh; mikè;{k jkT; lHkk Jh gfjoa'k th] gekjs iwoZ dSfcusV lsØsVjh vkSj >kj•.M ds 
xouZj Jh çHkkr dqekj th] Jh egs'k diwj th] Jh 'kkafr ukjk;.k th] nsohvksa vkSj lTtuksA

I must express my deep gratitude to Prabhat Kumar ji, for his kind invite and 
giving me this opportunity to pay my profound tributes to the sacred memory of  
the ‘ykSgiq:"k’ who laid the foundation of  a strong and united India. An achievement 
without parallel in our thousands of  years long history.

Of  the makers of  Modern India, he is one of  the most prominent. His 
passionate patriotism, robust realism, fearless courage and organizing ability were 
mainly responsible for the emergence of  United India. It is because of  Sardar 
Patel, that we say with pride that we are Indians, citizens of  the largest democracy 
in the world. 

Sardar was a man of  few words and great deeds and it is that we have to 
remember. What he expected from us, was to continue the task of  rebuilding our 
nation with all dedication, devotion and sincerity. 

Chief Guest address – Shri Arif Mohammed 
Khan, Hon’ble Governor of Kerala
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We may look upon Sardar’s life in three parts, a devoted freedom fighter, ready 
to make any sacrifice to liberate his motherland, a statesmen who was clear in his 
mind that the unification of  politically fragmented India must be realized at the 
initial stage itself, or else, the country may be balkanized and third - a competent 
and visionary administrator. 

Until we attained freedom, he was a disciplined soldier carrying out the behest 
of  his leader Mahatma Gandhi. Even when he differed with him he sank his views 
and merely carried out the wishes of  the General. He proved by example that only 
those who know how to obey really know how to command.

The Bardoli Satyagraha, the Civil Disobedience movement, the integration of  
States - all stood witnesses to the great qualities which he possessed. The greatest 
of  all was his disciplined behavior; but an even more important side of  his work 
was as a Statesman. Immediately after the achievement of  freedom, in a period of  
just two years, by skillfully employing and handling persuasive power, he integrated 
over 562 States into the Indian Union and if  I remember correctly, they constituted 
almost 48 percent of  Indian landmass.

The great Shankaracharya who was born in Kerala in the last millennium is 
credited with making India culturally and spiritually united. This unity created 
common moral and ethical values and based on them, an Indian way of  life. This 
unity ensured the continuity of  our culture, despite very adverse circumstances. 
However, lack of  political unity had deprived us of  the strength to protect our 
freedom , our way of  life and our values - they faced a crisis. 

In modern times, it was Sardar Patel who had the vision to translate the cultural 
and spiritual unity created by Shankaracharya into political and National Solidarity. 
He laid the foundation of  an India that will have the requisite strength to protect 
and preserve its way of  life and the ability to build a modern and progressive 
country on that foundation. What this country would have been without such 
integration is hard to imagine.

Even after this irrevocable integration more than seven decades ago, we still 
can hear the discordant voices and divisive mindsets seeking to project communal 
or caste identities above the national identity and fanning separatist tendencies 
in the name of  province or region, thereby trying to build walls between various 
States of  India. If  we are sincere in our tribute to the memory of  the great Sardar, 
then it is our obligation and Dharma to exercise utmost vigilance to protect and 
strengthen our national unity and integrity and deal firmly with both the threats 
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from within and without and those who seek to vitiate and pollute our social and 
national life.

About the achievements of  Sardar sahab, just now Harivansh ji has quoted 
our first President Dr. Rajendra Prasad ji. But even those who ruled over us held 
him in high esteem. The London Times, after his death wrote a tribute in which 
they said – ‘this peaceful integration of  562 princely States will stand out as a great 
historic achievement by Sardar Patel on a level with Bismarck, if  not higher’. 

We have therefore in Sardar Patel, a great, courageous freedom fighter, a wise 
statesman and a model administrator. If  we remember these inspiring qualities of  
Vallabhbhai Patel then, there is no doubt that our country will soon gain its rightful 
place in the comity of  nations. 

Unity and strength - these are the qualities which help us to overcome any 
obstacle and dissonance from within and dangers from without. These are the 
things which we have to cultivate if  we remember Sardar Patel's life. 

I hope all of  us who have assembled here who have read and listened to the 
life story of  Sardar Patel would agree that fidelity to the ideal and sensitivity to the 
actual was the principle that governed his life. He always acted in such a manner 
that the principle of  his action became a general rule for others to emulate. The 
interaction of  the two, the ideal and the actual secured the emergence of  the 
United India that we see today and more, this unity has consolidated more strength 
we would require to realize the dreams of  our freedom fighters. 

I am emphasizing this because, as our honorable Prime Minister has repeatedly 
said, we have celebrated ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ and now we have entered 
into the ‘Amrit Kaal’ where we wish that when we turn 100, the dreams of  our 
freedom fighters who made supreme sacrifices without any hope that they will see 
the independence, can become a reality.

It has been an honor for me to speak on Sardar Patel at his ashram in Bardoli 
not just once but twice, and the first time when I went there, it had taken me some 
time to read his biographies and other material on him and the more I read about 
him and listened to stories of  his life, a word came to my mind from our ancient 
tradition. The word is ‘Dheer Purush’. 

The Dheer are men and women who cultivate the qualities of  justice and 
compassion and are strong, stable and peaceful with a robust sense of  moral and 
ethical values. These qualities develop when one accepts the basic principle of  
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the divine nature of  man as ‘Atma’ as outlined by Vedanta. Then a new focus on 
human freedom dignity, equality and redemption is built into one’s person, waiting 
only to be unfolded and discovered. It is through such women and men alone that 
a society becomes just and grows to its full potential. 

Bhartruhari in his famous ‘Niti Shatak’ - has described the ‘Dheers’ 

fuUnUrq uhfrfuiq.kk ;fn ok LrqoUrq A

y{eh% lekfo'krq xPNrq ok ;Fks"Ve~ AA

v/So ok ej.keLrq ;qxkUrjs ok A

U;kÕ;kRiFk% çfopyfUr ina u /hjk% AA

‘Let jurists - those who know things - blame or praise me, let Lakshmi come 
or go away as she pleases, let death come just now or after 100 years, the Dheers 
never deviate an inch from the path of  Nyay’. 

What is the source of  this extraordinary strength of  the Dheers? Is it physical 
power ‘Bahubal’? No. Is it money power ‘Arthikbal’? No. Is it intellectual power 
‘Buddhibal’? No. They are all important but, more important is what in our tradition 
has been described as ‘Atmabal’, ‘Naitikbal’, ‘Yogbal’, the moral or spiritual power, 
the common inheritance of  all mankind. It is not any esoteric or magical power 
but the strength of  character and conviction driving from the unfolding of  the 
divine in the heart of  man. The Divinity that dwells inside everybody ^vga czãkfLe] 
rr~ Roe~ vfl*. 

The Kena Upanishad proclaims that this ‘Atmabal’, this power, this energy, this 
strength is acquired through the knowledge of  the self, the ‘Atma’. vkReuk foUnrsa 
oh;Z fon~;;k foUnrse`re~A It is the knowledge of  the self  ;ks eka i';fr ;oZ=k loZa p ef; 
i';frA One who is able to see the self  in all and all in the self, that is the source of  
that moral strength and spiritual strength. It is the Dheers who have power and the 
potential to take the nation on the path of  power and glory. 

Swami Vivekananda has described this phenomenon as the manifestation of  
divinity that already exists in every human being. Because we are Indians, we have 
a universal vision because our culture is not defined either by the race or faith, 
tradition or the way we offer our devotion to the deity or the language which we 
speak. 

Instead, our culture and civilization have been defined by the ‘Atma’ - a totally 
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inclusive paradigm which does not exclude anybody. That is the reason why Indian 
culture does not view a person in terms of  the variable and alienable characteristic 
associated with the birth; rather it views a person in terms of  the invariable and 
inalienable characteristic, which is Atma the Soul. 

This lecture is on the subject of  Administration, so I am reminded of  a very 
popular Platonic axiom that says that philosophers, the thinkers, should be the 
rulers. But our own tradition which is older than the Platonic thought says - vkReØhM 
vkRejfr% fØ;kokus"k czgefonka ofj"B% That one who is trying to realize the Supreme 
Spirit, he is not supposed to go and live in the forest, he must be ‘Kriyavan’ and 
live an active life and must engage with the society and this comes from ‘Mundoka 
Upanishad’. 

Similarly it is said, elsewhere, foosdh loZFkk eqDr% dqoZrks ukfLr drZ`rkA vysioknekfJR; 
JhÑ".ktudkS ;FkkA That even Lord Krishna and King Janak who were the fountain 
heads of  wisdom, were not just thinkers or just meditating and reflecting on 
various issues. They were people of  action. 

So we can say that this axiom is something which is common to all great 
cultures. The men of  vision, the thinkers, the philosophers - they have a duty to 
transform that vision into reality by efforts and dedicated work. That is exactly 
what our Sardar did.

There are politicians who appeal to each other even in Parliament: “Please rise 
above Party politics; this is something very important - humanitarian or national interest is 
involved”. While they make such appeals to each other, one wonders whether party or politics is a 
dirty job. That is not the Indian concept of  politics.

What then, is the Indian concept of  politics? 

loZs R;kxk jkt/eZs"kq nq"Vk% lokZ nh{kk jktk/eZs"kq pksDrk%A

lokZ fo|k jkt/eZs"kq ;qDrk% loZs yksdk jkt/eZs çfo"Vk%

If  you want to be in public life then our tradition tells us, that it is in politics 
that the highest forms of  renunciation is expected. One should be ready to make 
Supreme Sacrifice. If  unless you have found something, a cause which you consider 
greater than yourselves, there is no reason why you should enter into public life. 

And for that cause, you should be ready to make Supreme sacrifice and only 
when you have gone through ‘ri%Lokè;k; fujr’ and have devoted yourself  to the 
pursuit of  knowledge - you become suited for public life. 
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Not that anybody can acquire all the knowledge. One needs dedication to the 
acquisition of  knowledge and should develop the capability to look at all people 
with same sightedness. Only then do you become entitled to enter into public 
affairs and pursue what we call politics.

In the context of  administration, I will say, governance is considered to be a 
complex subject but the Indian tradition has made it so simple, all complexities 
lost. According to Indian traditions, we have four Ashrams - ‘Brahmacharya’ that 
is the period which you spent pursuing knowledge; then ‘Grahastha’ and two 
others. Grahashta is the ashram which is considered most important because the 
other three ashrams depend totally on the ‘Grahastha Ashram’. Our tradition 
tells us how to live ‘Grahastha’ which includes Administration, which involves 
governance. The tradition, says:

czãfu"Bks x`gLFk% L;kr~ rÙo&Kku&ijk;.k%A

;r~ ;r~ deZ çdqohZr rr~ czãf.k leiZ;sr~ AA

You have to live your practical life after ‘Brahmacharya’ when you enter into 
practical life. I would say that governance is not for only those who are in the 
government as administrators but in a private company or may be anywhere. The 
quality which has to be cultivated has been described in these two words ‘czgefu"Bks 
x`gLFk:’ 

The householder shall have his life established in the Supreme Truth, shall 
pursue the deeper truth of  all things and in all activities of  life dedicate his work 
to the Eternal Being. If  I am doing my work I feel the presence of  that Supreme 
Being all the time and whatever work I do, I do with such spirit as when I am 
offering devotion to the deity in which I believe. Is there any way that you will 
deviate from the path, is there any way that you will step on the feet of  the other 
person?

There is another very powerful line from ‘Upanishad’ that says – ‘lk{kjk foijhrk 
Üzpsr~ jk{klk Hkofr /qjoa:’

A person may be very learned but if  he lacks a sense of  moral and ethical 
values then he runs the risk of  being degenerated into a demon, into a brute. But 
that does not come to us merely through an official training; it comes through our 
‘Sanskars’ and the first training we receive at home - training which we receive 
from our teachers, from the society. That sense of  moral values must guide us.
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In the context of  administration I would like to say what ‘Gurudev Rabindranath 
Tagore’ has written in one of  his essays that India cannot attain true Independence 
unless it is recognized that her foundation is in the mind, which, with its diverse 
powers and confidence in those powers goes on all the time creating ‘Swaraj’ for 
itself. 

India's genius is intellectual power. Even when the Renaissance had not really 
taken off  in Europe, we were recognized by the world as a knowledge destination. 
You refer to the books which were written in 10th and 11th centuries - that is the 
time when Renaissance had not yet started in Europe. They all refer to the volumes 
of  books by Arab historians, whose first chapter is mostly devoted to India as 
America was not discovered by that time. 

There are only five civilizations in the world. The Persian civilization is known 
for its ‘Majesty’, Roman for their ‘Beauty’, Chinese for their ‘Craftsmanship’ 
and obedience to the rulers, the ‘Dutch’ for their bravery and India is the only 
civilization which is known for promotion of  knowledge and wisdom - ‘Gyan’ and 
‘Pragya’. 

You must have heard, there's a line in Urdu poem which says - ehj&,&vjc dks 
vkbZ BaMh gok tgk¡ lsA Here, ehj&,&vjc means Holy Prophet. So when I read this 
as a child, I thought India has been a very spiritual country and so the Prophet 
felt some good vibes from India. But the actual text says – “I am feeling the cool 
breeze of  knowledge coming from the land of  India”. 

That is our genius, but long periods of  slavery somewhere has eroded our self-
confidence, created problems for us and unless others recognize the potential of  
India and Indians, we are not ready to believe it. 

Now, since last few years, the whole world has started talking about India and 
therefore we are also acquiring that kind of  confidence.

No, we were the first in the world to become knowledge destination and 
what our sages, our thought leaders, our ‘Rishis’ had envisioned - ,rís'kçlwrL; 
ldk'kknxztUeu% A Loa Loa pfj=ka f'k{ksjUi`fFkO;ka loZekuok%A They envisioned in India, people 
belonging to different civilizations and culture. They will come to India not to 
study Indian culture and civilization, they will come to study their own culture and 
civilization. 
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What does it mean? It means that we will have such erudite and capable teachers 
who will attract an Arab to come to India to study ‘Islam’. Somebody from Europe 
coming to study ‘European Civilization’ or ‘Christianity’ and we should not forget 
that our Christianity is 300 years older than the European Christianity. 

Swami Vivekananda said “I have great sense of  Pride that I belong to a country 
which has sheltered all persecuted people and races in the world”. We received them 
with open arms when the Jews were persecuted, when the Temple of  Solomon 
was destroyed when it became difficult for the ‘Parsies’ to live in their own country 
and Christians came to us in the first century itself, so this is our heritage. 

I think if  we become more familiar with our own heritage, with our own legacy 
and we try to know it little more then, I am confident that most of  the problems 
that we are facing whether in the field of  governance or other related fields, I think 
it will become much easier for us to overcome these problems and that to my mind 
will be a fitting tribute to the ‘Great Sardar Patel’.

yksdk% leLrk% lqf•uks Hkoarq

Thank you very much, 

Jai Hind.
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On behalf  of  the India International Centre and the IC Centre for 
Governance I have great pleasure in thanking the honorable governor of  
Kerala Shri Arif  Mohammed ji for an excellent narration on governance. 

He has taken us back to our past to understand how just and complicated 
governance was and how it was practiced uto provide good governance. Where 
self  is all and all this is self, is what he said. 

Thank you very much sir, we will keep these words with us while solving 
problems and looking at governance afresh. I also thank the audience and 
everybody here who have come to make this program a success.

Mahesh Kapoor

Vice President, IC Centre for Governance

VOTE OF THANKS
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